Dear VMC Families,  
January 6th, 2022 Day 2 will be our first day of classes and we are looking forward to seeing our students online over the next few days.  Your child's MS Teams calendar should already be populated with this week's classes.  All they need to get started is their EMSB email and password.
Quick reminder - As the MEQ has directed all students to return to school online this week, if your child must be absent, please continue to report absences through Mozaik or to the main office.  Attendance is compulsory for all EMSB students as of January 6th, 2022 and teachers will be taking attendance each period. If your child is absent due to Covid-19 or if your child tests positive but continues to report to classes, please advise the school.
Although we are online, if your child is unwell, they do not need to attend online classes.  Use your judgement and apply the absence protocol.  If a student feels unwell during class they must advise their teacher prior to leaving the classroom by messaging the teacher through MS Teams.
To our students:
Starting January 6th, VMC online classes will begin through Microsoft Teams.  Regular attendance is expected and parents will be advised of absences.  If you need to leave class for any reason you must advise the teacher.  Microsoft Teams is accessible through your EMSB assigned email.  Your MS Teams calendar will be populated with your classes.  To minimize issues, please complete the following checklist:  
1.  Use Chrome as your browser.  Chrome allows you to access all the features of this tool.   
2.  Do not use Gmail to access your EMSB email because it will be refused. 
3.  Make sure you are accessing the e-portal (located at the bottom of the web page) through the EMSB home page or access it through www.webmail.emsb.qc.ca . 
3.  Once you sign in, you will find Microsoft TEAMS in the waffle (top left-hand corner).   Or download the app on any smart device - it's easy.
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 Use the short videos below to help familiarize yourselves with MS Teams: 
https://youtu.be/qx8xHpRMFHU - Signing into MS Teams for the first time as a student
https://youtu.be/PasT3Q1ZR_I - Connecting with MS Teams as a student
https://youtu.be/5yT1K34RJo4 - Working with classes and classmates on Ms Teams
https://youtu.be/knOp1wT84x8 - Organize schoolwork with MS Teams
We hope this information is useful and answers some of your questions.  Your teachers will be able to assist you online.  You will be following your regular school timetable and using the netiquette model.  Put on your VMC top and sit at a table or desk with the tools you need to take notes and be organized.  Keep your regular school morning routine without leaving home.  This will help you be alert and ready to learn during class time.    
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We should be back to in-person classes on January 17th, 2022.  If there are any changes you will be advised by school messenger and through MS Teams.
If you have access issues or questions, please contact:
Sec 1 & 2: Ms. Di Sorbo at cdisorbo@emsb.qc.ca
Sec 3 & 4: Ms. Fanelli at gfanelli@emsb.qc.ca
Sec 5: Ms. Cristiano at fcristiano@emsb.qc.ca
 
Sincerest Regards,
Franca Cristiano
Principal
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VMC'S GUIDE TO
NETIQUETTE

Netiquette (net + etiquette) is a code of conduct
for virtual classrooms to ensure that everyone has

a safe and respectful online experience.

PUT YOURSELF ON MUTE
UNLESS SPEAKING.

SET A RESPECTFUL TONE.
It's not a chat with your
friends! Don't forget proper
grammar and spelling, please
and thank you.

e TURN YOUR CAMERA ON
WHEN REQUESTED.

o THINK BEFORE YOU TYPE.
Post things you are comfortable
with EVERYONE seeing, including
your teachers and parents.

o CHECK TO SEE IF A

QUESTION HAS BEEN ASKED
BEFORE POSTING IT AGAIN.
Scroll back through the chat box
or read accompanying
documents to see if you can find
the answer on your own.

MAKE SARCASTIC JOKES.
o Tone is hard to read online. DON'T

TYPE IN ALL CAPS.

It is often perceived as yelling and people will
have a hard time taking you seriously.

ABUSE THE CHAT BOX.

Unnecessary chatting during class can be a
maijor distraction to the teacher and the
other students.

IFITISN'T ACCEPTABLE TO DO IT IN PERSO!|
THEN DON'T DO IT ONLIN
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