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VINCENT MASSEY COLLEGIATE
"Leadership,
Scholarship, and Self-reliance"

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC PROJECT STATUS
Mission Statement
Vincent Massey Collegiate is committed to promoting academic excellence within an enriched and structured CEGEP
preparatory program. As one of a variety of alternative schools within this public educational system, the English Montreal
School Board is recognizing the diversity ofthe students it serves. Vincent Massey Collegiate is dedicated to responding to
the needs ofthe above average student and to the expectations oftheir parents for such an educationat institution within
the public school system.

The Values and Vision of Vincent Massev Colleaiate
The primary goal ofthe Collegiate will be to develop well-rounded students who are committed to academic
achievement and who foster a sense of strong community responsibilities. These goals will be fulfilled through the
Collegiate's educational project based on academic excellence and self-discipline, as well as obligatory participation in a
diversified range of school activities, and this within a committed partnership oriented educational community.
Furthermore, an integral part of student development is tied to understanding and respecting the various cultural entities,
which comprise our society. This school community realizes that pursuing the Collegiate's goals requires not only a high
level of personal commitment from students but also the commitment, dedication and participation ofteachers, parents and
administrators to maintain and implement the school's academic, curricular, and behavioural standards. These values are
entrenched in our specialized programs and school community. It is the combination ofthese components and related
characteristics, which create Vincent Massey Collegiate's unique, distinct and unequalled learning environment.
Our tearning organization is cognizant ofThe Broad Areas of Learning as outlined in the Quebec Education Program.
These Broad Areas of Learning are: Health and Well-Being, Personal and Career Planning, Environmental Awareness and
Consumer Rights and Responsibilities, Media Literacy, and Citizenship and Community Life. These areas will be incorporated
into all academic and social endeavours to develop our students' core values of being innovative life-long learners.
Additionally, the development of extraordinary leadership skills and self-reliance of our students has led to a"House
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System" of student government. This structure empowers all students to take active leadership roles, whereby they are
"House
empowered to plan, organize, and implement various activities. The collaborative nature ofthe
System" fosters
strong communication across academic cycles which leads to a genuine community involvement. Within this environment,
the outcomes ofthe Quebec Education Program will not only be met, butwill be enriched.

Some Distinctive Features of the Specific Project
Curricular Competencies
School-wide Enrichment
" All students will participate in a school-wide form of student government. This form of student government
will ensure participation of all students in Cycle One and Cycle Two. This form of student government will be in
the form of a House System.
" Participation in at least one school activity will be obligatory for all students.
" All students will participate in Community Service programs.
" A homework policy will be in effect at all tevels.
" A Summer Reading Program will be in effect at all levels. Students will be required to read 1-2 English and 1-2
French books during the summer vacation. Students will report on their readings in September.
" A system of teacher-directed tutorials will be offered. In addition, students will be expected to participate in
"
"
"
"
"
"

peer-tutonng.
Computer technology will be incorporated into all subject domain methodology.
There will be major educational field trips at every level.
Enrichment will be offered in all subject domains.
Students will participate in various competitions which utilize their problem-solving techniques.
There will be an emphasis on personal orientation and career planning. The students will actively research
future career opportunities.
There will be an emphasis on international study. Students will research and suggest solutions to issues which
are prevalent in other countries.

A specific emphasis on critical thinking in Mathematics, Science and Technology
" Accelerated Mathematics in Cycle One. Students will acquire the competencies for Cycle One Mathematics in
the first year of Cycle One. Students will complete Mathematics 306 (plus factoring from 426) in the second
year Cycle One.

"
"

Students will be given the option of completing Pre-Calculus and Calculus courses in the last year of Cycle
Two.
Students will be given the option of completing Chemistry, Physics, and Biology in the last year of Cycle Two.
Participation by all levels in Mathematics competitions.
The emphasis in all Mathematics courses will be on problem solving. Students will be required to use
information outlets (databases, research, etc.) to solve realistic problems.
Participation by in the STEAM fair and other external competitions. The students will be involved in
environmental issues in all years of Cycle One and Cycle Two.
Participation by all levels in Robotics.
Students will attend lectures given by experts in the scientific field.
Students will be required to integrate their Mathematics and Science knowledge into various projects
(Robotics, Engineering, etc.).

French will be enriched at all levels
" Students entering Cycle One will be registered in Francais langue d'enseignement. Francais langue seconde
enrichie program will be offered in limited capacityto students from Core English schools that have not had an
opportunity at the primary level to experience immersion or bi-lingual programs.
" A summer reading program will be compulsory for all students.
" A number of subjects will be taught in French to all students.
" Teachers will use materials from the French system to augment their programs.
" All students have the option to write the Francais langue d'enseignement exams at the end of Cycle Two.
Physical Education and Health
" Students will integrate heatth and Physical Education knowledge to ensure a healthy lifestyle.
" Students will compete in a number of GMAA & RSEQ sports where sportsmanship will be the main emphasis.
" Students will be involved in House Games organized by their student government. Participation will be
encouraged by assigning points for participation in all extra-curricular activities.
" Students will be given training in time management and stress reduction.
English will be enriched at all levels
" A summer reading program will be compulsory for all students.

"
"
"

A number of students will be registered in the Accelerated English program and will complete Novellas and
various other projects for extra credit in Year Two and Three of Cycle Two.
Students will be encouraged to submit critical writing pieces for evaluation, and these pieces will be entered
into Poetry and Writing competitions.
Students will produce spoken texts for a familiar audience and will participate in Public Speaking competitions,
Debating competitions, Variety Shows, and Theatre productions.

Social Studies will be enriched at all levels
" Students will be required to study current issues in Quebec and Canada with their impact on foreign policies.
" Students will be aware of consumer rights and the role these rights play in the everyday functioning of our
society.
" Students will attend curricular-based field trips.
" Students will compete in external competitions.
Academic Standards
An entrance examination, with an admission standard, will be required of all students seeking admittance. This result
along with an evaluation of previous academic performance will constitute the basis ofthe admission decision. Students
must maintain an academic performance standard of 65% (weighted), and must successfully complete all prerequisite
subjects in order to be in good standing at Vincent Massey Collegiate. Each student's academic record will be reviewed
regularly. A student for whom such a review, within an individual student profile, indicates an unacceptable standing is
subject to being required to withdraw from the Collegiate.
Behavioural Standards
Students will be required to adhere to a code of behavioural standards. They will be required to wear, and adhere to
a school uniform code. Students will also be required to demonstrate out-of-school behaviour, which respects this code and
reflects maturity, and a respect both for themselves and the community.
Adherence to Standards

Upon admission, parents and students will be required to indicate, in writing, their commitment to the philosophy
and Mission Statement ofVincent Massey Collegiate, and their acceptance of its standards and regulations. Failure to
adhere to this agreement could lead to the student being required to withdraw from the school.
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CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF STUDENTS
CRITERIA FOR STUDENT SELECTION
"

Applications are accepted from any student who is eligible for English language education. All applicants, regardless
of school of origin will be treated equally.

"

Applications are accepted up to the date of the administration of an entrance exam (Math, French and English).

"

As part of their application, students must include a Cycle Three Etementary report card. If an applicant has an IEP
they are asked to submit it and the accommodations prescribed are also applied to the entrance exam process.

"

The entrance exam assesses a student's level of progress in Engtish, French, Mathematics, and critical thinking.

"

A committee reviews the results of the entrance exam and the Cycle Three Elementary report card. Students are then
ranked based on results.

"

Selection is based solely on academic results thus allowing us to objectively rank students. Therefore part of the
'soft
mandate of the school is to integrate into the program of study the
skills' students must develop to be leaders in
the community. This allows us to draw from a pool of candidates with various skills as well as challenges.

"

The principal informs the parents of the decision.

IMPACT ON THE SCHOOL'S ORGANIZATION OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
"

Accelerated mathematics is taught in 8 periods which can present some scheduling challenges. Typically students are
grouped for math, physical education, and ethics and religious culture. The commitment to mathematics puts time
constraints on other courses.

"

Due to the school project and its resulting cliental, only the general program is offered in cycle two, years two and
three.

"

Math SN is the only level of math offered for Math 426 and 506. The program is not geared towards students who
experience difficulty in mathematics.

"

In order to offer more time for mathematics and science, cycle two, year one and two art is semestered in their
respectlve years.
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In order for students to be able to take three science options (chemistry, physics, and biology) in cycle two, year
three, the cycle two, year three ERC class is semestered.

Educational achievements linked to our Specific School Project:
Vincent Massey Collegiate's commitment is to promote academic excellence within an enriched and
structured CEGEP preparatory program. Our curriculum is focused on mathematics and science, including an
accelerated mathematics program at all levels, pre-calculus and calculus, and a variety of senior science elective
courses, such as environmental science (Cycle 2, Year 2) and physics, chemistry, and biology (Cycle 2, Year 3).
The majority of cycle 1 students are required to take Francais langue d'enseignement, while students in
cycle 2 may elect to take Francais langue seconde enrichie courses. The choice to switch from FLE to FLSE is
given to students entering Cycle 2, Year 1. In order to accommodate for the gap created by the pandemic, the
option of Francais langue seconde enrichie will be offered at all levels progressivety with the objective of
closing the gap. The FLSE will also replace the local program of Francais langue maternelle that was offered
in the past as part of the school's program.
We have an overall school success rate of 100%, due to our high academic standards in all subjects.
Throughout their years at VMC, students' academic records are reviewed periodically, and support is given
when necessary. Our expectations are that students achieve high levels ofacademic success throughout
their secondary school careers.
We offer an accelerated math program to Cycle 1, Year 1 students, wherein they complete Math 106 and
Math 206 in a single academic year. Although this can represent a heavy workload for our students, the
advanced standing allows us to offer pre-calculus and calculus courses during their final year of high school. We
also offer enrichment in many courses, throughout the grade levels. It is therefore imperative that we use our
entrance exams as an indicator ofwhether or not potential students will be able to contend with the rigorous
program and workload required by this CEGEP preparatory program.
We offer remediation through teacher-led tutorials, which occur during senior/junior lunch periods,
and/or after school. We also have a subsidized peer tutoring program, wherein senior students tutor younger
peers after school, in a variety of subjects;
We offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities, which are compulsory for all students. This practice
fosters a positive sense of belonging to the school, which encourages students to perform well and stay in
school. We at VMC are committed to the development ofwell-rounded students by offering athletic and
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cultural actjvities, aswell as many clubsand committees.

Academic success of students at the end of each cycle:
" We currently have a success/ graduation/ certification rate of 100%. Approximately 98% of our students are
accepted in their first choice CEGEP program. 100% of our students attend CEGEP.
" Cycle 2, Year 3 students achievement record in French reflects the following end ofyear results:
2018-2019 (last year of MEES exams)
-An overall course average of90% and 100% success rate in French Second Language.
-An overall course average of 73% and 98.7% success rate in Francais langue d'enseignement.
2020-21
-An overall course average of 91.2% and 100% success rate in French Second Language.
-An overall course average of 88.2% and 100% success rate in Francais langue d'enseignement.

In Cycle2,Year3,the majorityofourstudentswereenrolled inoptionalCEGEP preparatoryCalculus courses ofvarious
levels of difficulty.

2018-2019
Course
Pre-Calculus
Differentiated Calculus
Calculus 2

40%

Average
Mark
75.5%
70%
71.5%

% of students
enrolled
78%
78%
n/a

Average
Mark
85%
89.4%
n/a

% of students
enrolled
13.3%
83%

Success
Rate

100%
81.6%

80%

2020-2021
Course
Pre-Calculus
Differentiated Calculus
(notofferedduetocovid^g)

Success
Rate

100%
100%
n/a

InCycle2,Year3,over50%ofourstudentsareenrolledin optional science courses:chemistry, physicsand
biologyelectives.
2018-2019
Course
Chemistry
Physics
Biology

2020-2021
Course
Chemistry
Physics
(not offered due to covid-19)

% of students
enrolled
56%
60.1%
20.8%

Average
Mark
79.2%
79.6%

% of students
enrolled
76%
76%
n/a

Average
Mark
85.6%
86%
n/a

80.5%

Success
Rate
93.1%
93.6%
97%

Success
Rate
99.1%

100%
n/a

The overall average mark of students graduating from VMC yearly has been above 82% overthe last decade.
100% of Cycle 2, Year 2 students successfully completed the Science 444 course.
Year

2018-2019
2020-2021

Average
Mark
76.6%
86%

Success
Rate
100%
100%

" A 100% of Cycle 2, Year 2 students were enrolled in the environmental course 558-404,
Success
Average
Year
Rate
Mark
94%
76.6%
2018-2019
100%
80.7%
2020-2021

^

Mathematics SN 4 is completed during Cycle 2, Year 1. 100% of students are enrolled in this course.

Average
Mark
87.8%
87%

Year
2018-2019
2020-2021

Success
Rate
99.3%
97.4%

" 100% ofcycle 1, year 1 students successfullycomplete Math 106 and Math 206 during theirfirstyearofhigh school.
The average mark achieved in Math 226 :

Year

Average
Mark

Success
Rate

2018-2019
2020-2021

83%

100%

85.9%

100%

Overview on the satisfaction of the parents with your Specific School Project:
We are one of the few EMSB schools that are not forecasting a decline in student enrolment. In fact,
our numbers have remained stable over the past several years and the demand for this type of environment
catering to the needs of gifted students is in high demand:

2008Years
Population

2009

744

2017-

20182018 2019
807
811

2019-

2020-

2021-

2020

2021

2022

803

804

806

On average, approximately 400 students vie for 165 places in Cycle 1, Year 1, are accepted yearly. Our
reputation for meeting the needs of our students is the main reason for this trend;

We have maintained a 0% drop-out rate and a 100% graduation rate for over 10 years;

We have less than 5% pupil movements: generally, our Cycle 1, Year 1 students graduate from our school at the end of
theirfifth year.

Comments from parents:
Asparents oftwo children, one that is currently enrolled at Vincent Massey Collegiate, a "240 status " school, and one who has recently
-we believe that Vincent Massey Collegiate
graduatedfrom the school,
provides the necessary tools toprepare studentsfor CEGEP. The
school offers an accelerated math program and an amazing science program that challenge students to achieve their capacity. The
school aims to provide a nurturing and challenging environment for high achieving students that strivefor successful academic results.
In addition, the school offers a variety of extra-curricular activities thatprovide a balance between academic andsocial life. For all
these reasons, we strongly believe that Vincent Massey Collegiate 's "240 status " should be rene-wed.
Sincerely, Tony Speranza andRosetta Berardi
Being the parent ofa secondary 5 Vincent Massey Collegiate student Ifeel extremely grateful that my son had the opportunity to study
and experience academic achievement at this exceptional school.
As a result of VA/fC having a "240 status ", this afforded him the opportunity to pursue the accelerated math and science programs
which -wîll serve him weîî in Cegep.
VMC hasprovided opportunities to challenge himselfin "ways that helpedhim reach his full potential.
Additionally, the extracurricular opportunities offered and encouraged contribute to the student's overall success and enrichment thus
resulting in -well-rounded students.
Rosella Batista
My son has cil-ways been quirky and excelled in math and sciences. It \vas not a shock when he was diagnosed -with classic Asperger 's.
ÎVhen guiding him in choosing a high school, we considered many aspects. It -was clear he could attend manyprivate schools but there
-were -worried about
"was out ofthe
"would be no special education technician to check up on him. Regular
public school
question as we
bullying and he did not lihe them.
At the VMC open house, he immediately felt at home -with "hispeople ".
David is challenged in his classes and hefeelsfree to be himself, among other "geeks " who can chat about the stock market and not be
madefun of. His special education technician meets -with him regularly and makes sure to offer organizational tips.
The teachers are creative andfoster an environment where the students want to learn. One teacher would regularly bring the students
outside in 2020 so French class immediately became afavourite.
My son also very much enjoys the geography club at lunchtime as well as debate club on Mondays after school (as -well as the track
teampre-Covid).

He always has apositive story to tell, be it about his studies, the teachers, hisfriends, activities, or a cahoot in class.
Thank you for providing such a -wonderful 240 schoolfor kids like my son, so they can be acceptedas they are.
Marisa Battista
Je suîs trèsreconnaissante de l'encadrement et l'enseignement que mafille reçoit àl'école secondaire Vincent Massey, écolefaisant
240. Dès le début de l'année scolaire, cette derniere, unpeu craintive et timide pour cette nouvelle etape de son
partie du Statut 'est
cheminement, s
sentie bienvenue, entourée et supportée par ses enseignants et la communauté de l'école. Etant douteuse de notre
choix d'école due àson côtétrès académique, notre choîx est validé àchaquejour en voyantl'évolution etl'épanouissement de ma
fîlle. Elle revient àla maison de plus en plus confiante car elle voitfruit de ses efforts constant et la reussite de ses cours. Quand elle ne
comprendpas la matière, les enseignants sont toujours disponibles. Les ressources qui facilitent la réussite (récupérations, tutorats
'école est la réussite scolaire de chaque enfant. En ce
privés et entre élèves,etc.) sont abondantes et il est évident que le but de l
qui
concerne les activités parascolaires, le choix est vaste. II ya definitivement un programme pour tous les etudiants, que ce soit de nature
athlétique, intellectuelle ou artistique.
Merci,
Cindy Knafo
lam writing to you regarding the renewal application ofthe 240 Statusfor our school.
I am beyond grateful andproud that my daughter has the opportunity to study at Vincent Massey Collegiate, a "240 status" school.
My daughter has benefittedfrom the accelerated math course, which affordher the opportunity to challenge herselfin -ways that would
have been otherwise impossible at an institution that is not similarly paced. The science course has also provided her with a
challenging environment that has pushed her out ofher comfort zone.
Additionally, extra-curricular activîties at VMC take into consideration the student's workload, so the ability to experience those other
important formative activities is not at all compromised. Participation in these activities is encouraged, providing a wonderful balance.
Apartfrom being the parent ofa VMC student, lam alsopart ofthe PPO and Vice-Chair ofVMC's Governing Board.
VMC has created a very special and enduringfoundationfor our children. It isfor this reason that Istrongly urge you to continue to
grant 240 status to Vincent Massey Collegiate.
Kind Regards,
Carmela Furfaro
To whom it may concern: My son has been attending Vincent Massey Collegiate, a "240 status " schoolfor the past 5 years and I am
thankful that he has been therefor these formative years. My son excelled in math at a young age and so I was glad that he could be
challenged given Vincent Massey provided the accelerated math and science courses. I am not only a parent at VMC andpart ofits
PPO committee but also a Respiratory Therapist who is currently working at Vanier College in the Respiratory and Anesthesia
Technology program. Beingpart ofthe interview committee as -well as the open houseslsee the difference a school like Vincent Massey
Collegiate makes. Students entering directlyfrom high school to college are more prepared and better equipped to deal with the
demands ofCollege and therefore their success rate andretention rate is better. Therefore, Jam writmg this letter in support of
continuing to grant the "240 status" to Vincent Massey Collegiate. Thankyou.
Elisa Ruffîni

JVhen we visîted VMC during the open house we saw our children get over-whelmed with enthusiasm and curiosity on everything the
school offered. Over the years we witnessedour children evolvingfrom kids into responsible teenagers. This ispartly due to the school's
balanced approach between academics and extra-curricular activities. VMC has created a special environment that encourages
students to excel andgo beyond. The enriched programs really stimulate students academically andprepare themforpre university
academics. Asparents thatpromote education, it's clear that VMC's entire staffhas contributed to creating a positive learning culture
for all students lucky enough to attend, thus we strongly recommend VMC maintain its 240 status.
Joe DîLîello
Re: In Support ofthe Continuation ofthe "240 Status " for Vincent Massey Collegiate.
Vincent Massey Collegiate, a "240 status " school, has provided our son -with an exceptional education. The accelerated science and
math courses have given our son everything he will needtopursue his post-secondary education in thefieldofhis choice.
The academic challenges he encountered at VMC are unique to their curriculum and were only available to him because oftheir "240
status ". This enriched academic program, his teachers, and the support staffhave challenged andprovided him -with the environment to
reach his potential as a high achieving student andas a -well-developed young man. He partîcipated m extra-curricular activities which
him and created an after-school environment where he could spend time -withfriends andpeers.
further challenged'sfirst,
VMC -was our son
and quitefrankly his only choicefor his high school education. Their "240 status " is the reason why we and
our son ^vere attractedto VMC, andwe are so satisfied-with the high school education that he received.
My husband and Ifeel strongly that education is the key tofuture successes in life, and Vincent Massey Collegiate has provided that
"240
educationfor our son. It is because ofthe reasons we have mentioned above that we strongly urgeyou to continue to grant the
"
status to Vincent Massey Collegiate.
Cynthia Harris & Mark Marfoglia
Vincent Massey Collegiate Parents
To IVhom It May Concern:
As the parent ofa Secondary V student, I remain particularly grateful that my son has had, for the last 4. 5 years, the opportunity to
study at Vincent Massey Collegiate, a "240 status" school.
My son has benefittedfrom the accelerated math and science courses, which afford him the opportunity to challenge himselfin ways
that would have been otherwise impossible at an institution that is not similarly paced.
Additîonally, extra-curricular activities at VMC take into consideration the student's -workload, so the abilîty to experience those other
important formative activities is not at all compromised. Indeed, participation m these activities is encouraged, providing a wonderful
balance.
Apartfrom being the parent ofa VMC student and chaîring VMC 's Governing Boardfor the last 4.5 years, I also teach at the postsecondary level; as a result, Ihave a unique vantage point from -which to vie\v VMC grads, who are traditionally high performers at
CEGEP and university. From -whatlhave observedfirst-hand, Ihave no doubt that the environment cultivated-within VMC's -walls
contributes greatly to their success.
VMC has created a very special and enduringfoundation. It isfor this reason that I strongly urge you to continue to grant 240 status to
Vincent Massey Collegiate.
Robert Soroka

^

EXAM RESULTS
Èvaluationdu projet (demande de renouvellement):

Anglais

Réussitedes élèvesen 2018-2019 (dernièreannèeavec examen MEES)
Taux de réussite
Moyennes des notes
Primaire
Secondaire
Secondaire
Primaire
6e
2e
4e
2e
5e
2e
5e
6e
2e
4e
77.5%
100%
100%
84%

83%

Mathématique
Français, langue seconde
Français, langue maternelle
Français, langue d'enseignement

*
*

73%

Évaluationdu projet (demande de renouvellement):

Anglais
Mathématique
Français, langue seconde
Français, lanque maternelle
Français, langue d'enseignement

Vincent Massey Collegiate

76%

100%

95%

90%

*

79%
73%

*

100%
100%

98.7%

100%

Vincent Massey Collegiate

Réussitedes élèvesen 2020-2021
Taux de réussite
Moyennes des notes
Secondaire
Primaire
Secondaire
Primaire
2e
5e
6e
2e
4e
2e
5e
6e
4e
2e
100%
100%
84%
84.2%
100%
99.1%
85.8%
85.9%
*
*
100%
91.2%
*

90.9%

*

82.9%

88.2%

100%

100%
100%

SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS
Students attending VMC are generally independent and high-functioning, but there are growing needs and coded
students that require additional assistance and support as well as coordination with outside professionals. At VMC, we hold

case conferences and team meeting to discuss the progress ofstudents and to review strategies that are put in place to
facilitate the learning process.
Due to our students needs we are attributed yearly behavior technician hours which are used to support these students
and their peers through the implementation of programs related to time management, forming positive social interactions,
improving body image and self-esteem as well as developing and practicing stress reduction techniques with anxious students.
Furthermore, strategies used regularly with our students who are identified as requiring extra support or who have learning
differences are:
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Adequate and or extra time for completing assignments / tests; providing a quiet space
Provide a detailed timeline for completion of work and in-class monitoring of work
Preferential seating
Individual meetings with students and interventions with parents
Establishing rapport through interactions; in and out of class
Model appropriate organization
Improve social interactions, focusing on norms through the use of scenarios and discussion. Model positive attitude.
Management of emotions, anxiety, stress and work on self-esteem
Planning with other professionals and staff to coordinate services and plans in and outside of the school environment
Integration of various plans and continued development of the RTI model of integration
Planning and execution of lEPs with professionals: guidance, child care workers, psychologist, social worker, nurse and
EMSB student services team
" Planned interventions with students exhibiting anxiety and social issues
In addition, students are encouraged to evolve socially through membership in school clubs and athletic teams, and
volunteering in the community.

GRILLE-MATIÊRES- SUBJECT TIME ALLOCATION AND PROGRAM 0F STUDY 2021-22
SECONDARY CYCLE 1
In the first cycle ofsecondary school, the compulsory subjects taught each year and the number ofunits per subject (l unit
= 25 hrs) are as follows:
Subject in Year 1 Cycle 1

Course number

School:
Actual Units

English, language of instruction
Français Langue d'Enseignement / Français Langue Seconde Enrichie

632-106
132-1080r635-106

6
6

Mathematics (year 1 + year 2)
Science and technology
Geography
History and citizenship education
Arts education: Visual Arts
Physical education and health
Ethics and Religious Culture

Subject in Year 2 Cycle 1

563-126 & 563-226
555-204
095-103
087-103
168-104
543-102
569-102

Course number

8
3
3
3
3
2
2
36
School:
Actual Units

English, language of instruction
Français Langue d'Enseignement / Français Langue Seconde Enrichie
Mathematics
Science and technology
Geography
History of Quebec and Canada
Arts education: Visual Arts
Physical education and health
Ethics and Religious Culture

632-206
132-2080r635-206
563-306
555-204
095-203

087-213
168-204
543-202
569-202

6
6

8
3
3
3
3
2
2
36

SECONDARY CYCLE 2
In the second cycle ofsecondary school, the compulsory subjects taught each year and the suggested number ofunits per subject (1
unit = 25 hrs) are as follows:
Subject in Year 1 Cycle 2
English, language of instruction
Français Langue d'Enseignement
OR
Français Langue Seconde Enrichie - FLSE (replaces FLM local program)
Mathematics SN 426
Science and technology
History and citizenship education
Arts education: Visual Arts
Physical education and health
Personal Orientation Project

Course number
632-306 or 633-306
132-308
or
635-306
563-426
555-306
085-304
668-302
543-302
606-404

School:
Actual Units

6
6

8
6
3
3
2
2
36

Subject in Year 2 Cycle 2
English, language of instruction
Français langue d'enseignement
or
Français langue maternelle (migrates to FSLE in 2023)
Mathematics SN 506
Or
Mathematics SN 426
Science and technology
History and citizenship education
Physical education and health
Ethics and Religious Culture
Arts education: Visual Arts
Science and Technology of the environment

Course number
632-406 or 630-452
132-406
or
131-484(635-406)
565-506
Or
563-426
555-444
587-404
543-402
569-404
668-402
558-404

School:
Actual Units

6
6

6
4
5
2
2
2
3
36

Course number

Subject in Year 3 Cycle 2

School:
Actual Units

English, language of instruction
Français langue d'enseignement/Français langue maternelle
Français langue seconde enrichie (replacing FLM in 2024)

612-5360r612-526
132-506/or131-584
635-506

6

Physical education and health
Drama

612-502
670-502

2
1

6

Mathematics: 2 options from the following:
Intro to calculus
Differential Calculus
Calculus 2
Mathematics 506
OR
History (local program)
Contemporary World / Financial Education
Ethics and Religious Culture
Optional Courses (3 choices)

+0ptional Courses (Year 3 cycle 2)
Chemistry
Physics
Biology
North American Literature
Literary Activities (Debate)
Computer Science
History & Civilization 20th
Visual Arts
Sports study development
Criminal and Civil Law
Accounting

566-594
566-574
566-564
565-506

6

OR
586-544
592-502 / 602-522
569-502
+

Course number

3
2
10
36

School:
Actual Units

551-504
553-504
535-544
565-504
657-544
611-544
585-594

668-504
548-544
948-802
948-832

4
4
2or4

2or4
2or4
^or4_
2or4
2or4
2or4
2
2

^
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SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS AND EXTRA-CURRICULARACTIVITIES
Athletics Department
The Athletics department under the guidance of Student Advisory Representative (SAC rep) Mr. Nino Cavallaro
organize sports teams for Vincent Massey Collegiate's participation in the Greater Montreal Athletics Association (GMAA)
and RSEQ.
The Athletics department is dedicated in providing maximum participation in a limited facility. To date Vincent
Massey Collegiate has participated in more than 14 different sporting disciplines held by the GMAA & RSEQ with more
than 60 different level teams participating in various sports annually. Some ofthese include soccer, basketball,
volleyball, golf, tennis, swimming, skating, hockey, a variety of track & field, cheerleading, HALO, cross-country
run, wrestling and more.
In addition, the athletic department helps to organize and facilitate intramural events at Vincent Massey Collegiate
and with community members like the SPVM. This includes such events as the annual soccer tournament, tug-of-war,
floor hockey, 3vs3 basketball, badminton club, flag football and dodgeball tournaments. The department also runs first
responder clinics in the fall and clinics in the spring for sports like volleyball, indoor soccer and flag football.
House Svstem
This is the form in which student governance is organized. Once all students have been issued a house, theywill
remain in that respective House until graduation. The elected house representatives ofthe respective House (Earth, Fire,
Water and Wind) meet for the purpose of achieving a common set of goals, namely, creating a culture of engagement
throughout students' education in a high school community. This community is composed ofvarious intellectual, cultural,
social and sport bodies, which through mutual concern for the school and each other, attempt to develop the whole
student.
There are three positions available for each ofthe four houses: a Junior Leadership Council Representative, a Senior
House Leadership Council Representative, and a Chief Leader Council Representative who will represent his/her respective
house. Each school year, these Representatives are voted for by the student body. Each student has been assigned a
Homeroom based on his/her House. They will be a part of this Homeroom until they graduate. Homerooms are multi-
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level. The Council representatives have the additional duty of representing the student body at Governing Board and
EMSAC (EMSB Student Advisory Committee).
The student body participate in a variety of cultural and athletic activities and are awarded house points for
participation. Points are also allotted for academics. The House with the most points will be recognized at the end ofthe
year with a trophy and prize.
Bia Band Theorv
An extra-curricular, after school music program. Students are taught by an experienced musician. Students learn
how to play all types of music from Rock to Pop. The program is open to all interested students. Instruction is free &
students are loaned an instrument for the year.
Career Exploration proaram (CEP):
Students in Secondary 4 and 5 are given an opportunity to explore careers that are of interest to them through a
day-long visit to an organization, where they can observe and speak to people working there.
Costa Rica - Humanitarian expedition
The objective of this trip is to give students the opportunity to immerse themselves in a culture and landscape unlike their
own. Once there, in the spirit of community service, students volunteer their time and put their leadership skills to use
through various activities such as:
" Leading English language activities for underprivileged children at local schools
" Repairing infrastructure at a wildlife rescue co-op
" Service at a community center and orphanage
" Organizing impromptu sports' match-ups with local youth
Students also take part in physical and educationally eye-opening activities such as:
Hiking through the rain forest and visiting a volcano as part of an eco-tour, visiting a coffee or cacao plantation to learn
about sustainable development, wildlife watching, kayaking, zip-lining, horseback riding and more.
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Specialized Science Industrv Related Workshops:
" Canadian Medical Hall of Fame Discovery Day in Health Sciences, McGill University & The Neuro
" Women in Biology
" Engineering Field trip
Each year, groups of students from Secondary 3 - 5 are hosted by various Universities and private industry. They have an
opportunity to explore careers in various science fields via keynote lectures, interactive workshops and discussions with a
panel of experts from various related fields.
Debate Club
Students learn the art of debate and train for local and national competitions.
HOPS
The Hospital Opportunity Program for Students (HOPS) provides an opportunity for Secondary 5 students to
explore careers in the health and medical fields. Students spend 10 half days at the Jewish General Hospital, observing
and assisting medical personnel working in various departments in a large hospital setting. In addition, students attend 4
evening lectures given by practicing doctors.
R.A.M.S Committee
VMC's Canadian Red Cross' RespectED Youth Facilitators', T.H.E. R.A.M.S. Committee's, main goal is to promote
their message that "Tolerance Helps Everyone... Raising Awareness Makes Sense." This group of student leaders launch a
yearly campaign to empower their peers to become active bystanders and through various homeroom, lunchtime, and inclass activities and Beyond the Hurt Program workshops, to build empathy and to motivate students to recognize, share
and take pride in their good nature. Moreover, once a year, we celebrate our version of PINK SHIRT DAY. As a school we
rally together and wear student-designed pink t-shirts to commemorate the *famous story that inspired this uplifting
event. On this day, students attend assemblies where they take T.H.E. R.A.M.S. Pledge and listen to guest speakers that
encompass our overarching message and student-coined theme for that year. Also featured are student speeches,
artwork, musical and dance performances, and public service announcements (that spotlight students, faculty,
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administration, support staff, and sometimes even prominent local and national officials and celebrities as well), which
promote a strong sense of belonging and positive involvement in school life.
Science Sauad
An extra-curricular club open to students ofall levels to meet, discuss their ideas for STEM-related projects,
and ultimately to map out and carry out independent projects. The students' work may improve school life, contribute to
the well-being of the environment, the well-being of the community, or mayjust satisfy their own curiosity.
Examples ofAdditional activities:
Book Fair
Comic BookClub
Cooking Club
Environmental Club
Games Club
Glee
Knitting Club
Level Trips (Nature trip, Skiing, Boston, NY, Washington/Philadelphia, & Europe)
Photo Club
Play it Fair
Prom Committee
Robotics
Ski Ctub
Spiritual Community Initiatives (Veterans Affairs, Charities, local activities, etc...)

Variety Show
Virtual Games Club
Nature Retreats
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Yearbook Club
Yoga Club and more.
Activities are offered depending on student interest, to enrich the demanding math-science curriculum and to enhance a
students' personal growth and skill development. The school staff is committed to leading and devoting their spare time
to organizing, moderating and being implicated in these activities in addition to theirteaching obligations.

Admission Fees
There are no admission fees applied during the application process nor any additional fees paid by parents otherthan the
Governing Board approved school fees which follow the MEQ guidelines.

Appendix A
Evaluation ôfSpecific Status Project
Vincent Massey Educational Project

ADpendix B
Evaluation Standards and Procedures
Vincent Massey Academic and Curricular Standards
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The Educational Project
The educational project is a strategic tool for defining and making known to the educational community ofa school the orientations, priorities for
action and expected results to ensure the educational success ofall students. It is developed in response to the characteristics and needs ofthe students
attending the school and the community's educational expectations.
The goal ofthe educational project ofa school makes it possible to share, with all its educational stakeholders (students, parents, teachers other
school staff and representatives of the community and the School Board), a common vision of findings and challenges to create a mobilization
around student-centered goals and objectives. The Educational Project describes what the school intends to do to ensure the educational success and
well-being ofall its students and the efforts that will be necessary to achieve it.

The Legal Framework
Article 36 ofthe Education Act states,
"In keeping with the
principle ofequality of opportunity, the mission ofa school is to impart knowledge to students, foster their
social development and give them qualifications, while enabling them to undertake and achieve success in a course ofstudy.
A school shall pursue its mission within the framework ofan educational project."
The law describes:
"
"
"
"
"
"

the principal content ofthe educational project (Article 37)
the period covered by the project (Article 37.1, 459.3)
the role ofthe governing board and the various stakeholders involved in the school community (Article 74)
the communication ofthe educational project and its evaluation to the public, in particular the parents and school staff(Article 75)
the role ofthe principal in the coordination ofthe process (Article 96.13)
the role ofthe school board in ensuring coherence with the Commitment-to-Success Plan (Article 209.2)

Groups that Collaborated in the Development ofthe Project
"

Students, staffand parents were surveyed and feedback collected to consider for the schools focus and area oftarget

"

The school team, composed ofa cross section ofstaffmembers, led by the principal

Groups Consulted in the Development ofthe Project
"
"
"
"
"

The governing board parent members
The school's parent community through the PPO
Working in collaboration with representatives (could include CSSS, Social Affairs, police department, community groups)
Various students from sec 3 to 5
All staff, including, teachers, professionals, and support staff

School Profîle
Vincent Massey Collegiate was built in 1959 and was part ofthe English Sector ofthe Commission des ecoles catholiques de Montreal (CECM). In
1998, it became part ofthe English Montreal School Board. The school has over 800 students from Secondary 1 to Secondary 5. We are located m
an urban setting; in the East end ofMontreaI, near the Botanical Gardens. The majority ofstudents come from Rivieres-des-Prairies, Montreal-Nord,
Saint Leonard and Laval. Approximately 96% of our students were born in Quebec, with English being the main language spoken at home. The
community is homogenous and predominantly ofthird or fourth generation European descent. Approximately 5% ofour student population have an
IEP or an exceptional code, and are considered students with special needs. The students come from varied socio-economic backgrounds, ranging
from a small minority being affluent, to a majority being middle class, with a small minority from lower income families. The Indices de milieu
socio-économique (IMSE) rating for Vincent Massey Collegiate is a 6, with 10 being the maximum.
According to Article 240, a school board may establish a school for the purposes ofa specific project and the entrance requirements for that
program may be different than the enrolment criteria for the other schools in the Board'sjurisdiction. Vincent Massey Collegiate was established
as an Article 240 school as of 1990. The schoo\'sprojetparticulier focuses on an enriched curriculum in Mathematics and Science, with the goal
ofpreparing students for entry into higher education. The school is required to apply to maintain its 240-status every four years.
The school offers an Enriched course ofstudy. Students follow an enriched program in English and French. All ofour cycle 1 students are enrolled
in Français langue d'enseignement (FLE), which is a first language course that is mandatory in the French sector. Cycle 2 students have the option
to continue in the FLE, or continue their enrichment in the French language through a local Français langue matemelle (FLM) program. All
students follow an accelerated Mathematics program, which allows them to take Calculus I and II in their final year. Students also follow in
addition to Science & Technology, the Environmental Science program, which allows them access to study physics and chemistry at the
Secondary 5 level.

